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2026 Church Directory 
Officers 

Lee Peterson-Chairman 
Sue Cain-Secretary 

Wes Bruemmer-Treasurer 

 

Deacons 
Larry Plenge-[Chair] 
Greg Kirchner 
David Theel 
Lyle Wandrey 
Ray Hampel 
Dan Bethke 

 

Trustees 

Gene Reiter 
Bruce Schulz 
Kevin Haack 

 
 

Board of Education 
Patty Zabel-Duden 
Becky Hofschulte 
Sue Cain  

Church Phone Number 
876-2671 

 

Pastor Josh Moldenhauer  
605-759-8872 

 

Church Secretaries 
Patty Zabel-Duden-273-7675 
Kari Wurst-951-1646 

 

Church Email Address: 
trinitylutheranelgin@gmail.com 

Church Website: 
trinitylutheranelgin.org 
Facebook Page: 

Trinity Lutheran of Elgin 

Board of Evangelism 
Betty Haack 
Joy Rott 

Debra Bruemmer 
 

Board of Stewardship 
Dale Owens 
Dale Himmer 
Duane Behnken 

 

Immanuel Board of  
Education Rep 

 
 

Trinity Guild Rep 
Marian Prescher 

 

Financial Secretary 
Ron Walters 

 

Board of Finance 
Barb Heyn 
Tammy Schulz 
Faith Back 

         

Thrivent Financial  
Thrivent ChoiceÈ  Program 

    
By designating Choice Dollars through Thrivent 
Choice, eligible members recommend where 
Thrivent distributes some of its charitable grant 
dollars among thousands of participating non-
profit organizations and congregations.  

This monthôs Choice Dollars deposit was 
$233.00 

April 2026 FINANCIAL/BUDGET REPORT  
           

           Total Income:            $  29,053.85            

                  Total Expenses:       $  19,800.69 

The difference between expenses and income  

         òPositiveó        $     9,253.16     

  

A storm with 130 mph winds in 
Highmore, SD opened the roof 
of a Catholic church and the 
light illuminated the crucifix 

 

Christian Entertainment Options:  

Christian Radio: 
  
Good Christian music, prayer and Godôs 
word to get you through the week.  

 

Christian Concerts:  
 
7/23   Forest Frank ñTarget Center  
7/31   OneFestñCadott, WI  
8/6     CAINñFreeborn County Fair  Albert Lea  
8/19   Jeremy Camp ñSteele County Fair Owatonna  
9/19   Celebrate Minnesota ñToby Mac  
9/19   John Crist ñ(Christian Comedian)  
   Mayo Civic Center  
11/15 Mercy Me ñTarget Center  

850 AM  fĖ ʽʸːʷ E_ 

Check our recent  
happenings and whatõs  
coming on Trinityõs  

Facebook page:  
Trinity Lutheran of Elgin  

Lutheran Public Radio 
(LPR) is a ministry 
that produces and 
distributes Christian 
talk and sacred music 
programming based 
on Lutheran theology, 
with a focus on reaching a postmod-
ern world through radio, podcasts, 
and online streaming at: 
LUTHERANPUBLICRADIO.ORG  
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xì~xуxƨƣőĲƖШìŸůĲŰќƚШ~ŔƚƚŔŸŰċƖǃШxĲċŊƨĲЯШ
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Young Washington tells the untold origin story of a 22
-year-old George Washington, set against the back-
drop of colonial America. After a costly mistake 
sparks the French and Indian War, he must confront 
failure, loss, and the burden of leadership, forging the 
character that will define a nationôs first president. 

Angel Studios Present:  



 

Special Votersô Meeting Minutes 
June 28, 2026 

 

     Meeting was called to order by Chairman Lee Peterson at 10:04 am with 40 voting members present. 
Lee explained the special meeting was called to move forward with making recommended changes to the doc-
uments that had been submitted to the district. Debra Bruemmer came forward to give an explanation what 
changes were made to the Articles of Incorporation, Constitution, and By-laws. 
Changes are as follows: 

Articles of Incorporation 
     Motion made by Patty Zabel-Duden, seconded by Dale Himmer to remove ñEvangelical Lutheran 
Trinity congregation of the Confession of Augsburg at Elgin Wabasha Co., Minnò and change to 
ñTrinity Evangelical Lutheran Church Elgin, Minnesota.  Motion carried. 
     Motion made by Dale Himmer, seconded by Larry Plenge to remove the word ñalteredò and add 
verbiage ñmodified in a way to destroy the essential meaningò.  Motion carried. 
     Lee Peterson asked if anyone had any questions or areas to discuss on the changes to the Constitution.  
Since there werenôt any, he asked to accept each of the changes presented in one motion. 
     Motion made by Dale Owen, seconded by John Jacobs to accept the changes to the Constitution as 
outlined below. Motion carried. 
    Add verbiage in capitals ñELGIN, MINNESOTAò to line 2 of heading. Remove line 3 ñELGIN, MINNE-
SOTA ñfrom heading. 
     Section 1.0 change congregation name to be Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Elgin, Minnesota  
     Section 4.1.2 remove verbiage ñand are not members of organizations whose principles and conduct con-
flict with the Word of Godò 
     Section 4.3 remove verbiage ñin accordance with federal law, sexual harassment is prohibited and discour-
aged against.ò  Add verbiage ñMembers shall also not participate in organizations whose principles and con-
duct conflict with the Word of Godò 
     Section 4.4.2 remove the extraò orò from the first line 
     Section 5.1 remove verbiage ñThe congregation has the exclusive right to call ordained and commissioned 
ministers. The pastoral office shall be conferred only on such an ordained pastor, commissioned minister or 
candidate who professes and adheres to the confessional standard set forth in Article 3.0 of this Constitution, 
who is qualified for his work, who has been endorsed by the LCMS, and who is a member of the LCMS. 
And replace with verbiage ñCongregations that are members of the Synod shall call only (1) commissioned 
ministers who have been admitted to their ministries in accordance with the rules and regulations set forth in 
these Bylaws and have thereby become members of the Synod; (2) candidates of LCMS colleges and universi-
ties who have satisfied the qualifications and requirements for assignment of first calls by the Council of Pres-
idents acting as the Board of Assignments;  and (3) commissioned ministers (or those holding positions com-
parable to commissioned ministers) who are members in good standing of church bodies that have been for-
mally recognized to be in altar and pulpit fellowship with the Synod when agreements for such calls are in 
place.ò 
     5.3 remove verbiage ñor general incompetence ñ 
     Lee Peterson then asked if anyone had questions or areas to discuss on the changes to the By-laws. Since 
there werenôt any, he asked to accept the changes presented in one motion. 
     Motion made by Larry Plenge, seconded by Lyle Wandrey to accept the changes to the By-laws as 
listed below.  Motion carried. 
     06.1 change verbiage from Article 17 to Article 04.0 
     06.3 change verbiage from Article 17 to Article 04.0 
 
     Adjournment 
     Motion made by Larry Plenge, seconded by Becky Hofschulte to adjourn meeting at 10:14 am. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan M Cain 
Secretary 

 

 
Thursday 
9:30 am  

   
 

Topics will be on recent  
òThe Lutheran Witnessó articles. 

Library Corner  
The book óThe Womenô by Kristin Hannah 
is available in the library. It is an interesting 
book about the women who served as nurs-
es during the Vietnam War. 
A light summer read is Holly Chamber-
lainôs óSeashell Seasonô set in Maine. A girl 
is reunited with her mother after 17 years. 
Let me know if you are looking for a specif-
ic author or book. We may have it! 
Keep reading. 
Enjoy the 
words. 
 

Janell  

 
 
 
 
 
 

July 1 ....... Michael Fogelson, Franklin E. Ohm, Kyle Walters  
July 2 ....... Karl & Jolene Wurst      
July 4 ....... Dean & Amber Ruth 
July 5 ....... McKayla Stoneback 
July 7 ....... Carly Knutson, Dianne Uecker 
July 8 ....... Bonnie Schroeder, Connie Struckman, Amanda Hornseth 
July 9 ....... Nathan Dunn, Kaylee Heaser, Randy Spring 
July 11 ...... Art Schulz 
July 12 ..... Christopher Pahl, Lyle Wandrey, Kris & Gene Schmit 
July 13 ..... Caliegh Barrone, Harley Ford, Luke Tradup 
July 14 ..... Maxine Bruemmer, Daniel Heyn 
July 15 ..... Jacob Mestad 
July 17 ..... Denny Tienter, Jamie Dunlay Jr. 
July 18 ..... Jill Cole 
July 19 ..... Naomi Dunlay 
July 20 .... Abigail Duden 
July 21 ..... Michael Noble, Samantha Tradup 
July 22 .... Rachel Hoehne, Pastor Bramstedt, Jean Hoppin, Sandra Tottingham 
               Ellen & David Noble 
July 23 .... Mason Stensrud 
July 24 .... Nick Schneider, Ron Speer, Nick Fogelson, Frank & Katherine Ohm,  
               Scarlett Stoneback 
July 26 .... Brenton Allen, Lane Heyn, Cody Weis, Kenny & Michelle Stoltz 
July 27 .... Matthew Schneider, Eloise Kolar 
July 28 .... Harold Bethke, Kate Hoffman, Joy Rott, Aubree Graner 
July 29 .... David & Sue Cain 
July 30 .... Scott Schroeder, Shirley Schroeder, Jared Sell 



 

Charlie Liebenow Jody Zabel 
Carolyn Bluhm before her 

recent surgery. 

John Sell 
Alan & Joyce Koss 

Ryan & Pat Livingston 

Earl Radtke went fishing. 
Earl out for a ride. 

 

 

The group will participate in  National Night Out on August 4. 
Pastor thanked Joy Rott for sending out notes to visitors at Sunday services.  
Greeters will be made aware that the welcome cups can be handed out to anyone they see as new to the services.  
Board of Stewardship - Dale Owens 
Dale Owens felt that the newly formed Members Assistance Fund needs to be formally on record as an authorized 
church fund. Monies for this fund will come from donations specifically noted as such. Donation money will be distribut-
ed as needed on a monthly basis up to a $500 maximum per month. This fund will be monitored by the Stewardship 
Board with disbursements being approved by the Council. 
Dale Owens made a recommendation that the fund be used for Dan Bethke for the next four months. 
Motion by Dale Owens, seconded by Dale Himmer to designate the Members Assistance Fund money to Dan 
Bethke for the next four months. Motion carried. 
Fellowship donations will go to LAMP Ministries in July and to Bethesda Disability Ministries in August. Dale Himmer 
stated that the $2791 brought in from the February Soup Sale were designated for donations to be made by the Steward-
ship Board. The Board is recommending donations to 5 programs with major portion being sent to Precision Grading in 
North Carolina. This company donated time and equipment to help persons affected by the hurricane in 2025.  The com-
pany is again working to aid persons in the same area devastated by major flooding.  
Motion made by Dale Himmer, seconded by Dale Owens to donate $1000 to Precision Grading, and $350 to each 
of the following: Hope Lutheran High School, Elgin EMS, Plainview Community Center, Immanuel Lutheran 
School Lunch Program and the Lutheran Hour Ministries in Winona.  Motion carried. 
Trinity Afternoon Guild - Marian Prescher 
Judy Stock and Kari Wurst will be delegates for the LWML Convention in Mankato on June 18-20th. Joy Rott will also 
attend.  
The Bieniumm exceeded their 2024-2026 goal with collecting over $277,000. All the Mn. South District grants have 
been paid in full.  A new goal will be submitted for the 2026-2028 biennium at the convention. 
The next Mite Sunday is July 5. 
Unfinished Business 
Marian Prescher stated that Wes Bruemmer has agreed to fill in the space left from removing the dishwasher with a 
kitchen cupboard plan they have worked on. Marian feels that Wes needs to be compensated for his time and labor. 
Chairman Peterson said something will be worked out with Wes. 
Debra Bruemmer reviewed the handouts given to the Council with revisions to the Constitution, By-laws and Articles 
of Incorporation.  All necessary changes have been done in accordance with MN South District directive.  
We need Council and votersô approval of the revisions to move forward with resubmitting final documents. Motion 
made by Debra Bruemmer, seconded by Bruce Schulz to accept revisions made to the Constitution, By-laws, and 
Articles of Incorporation. Motion carried. 
Patty Zabel-Duden spoke with Pastor Moss, Chairman of the MSD Constitution Committee.  He will look over our revi-
sions to be sure everything is in order before we send paperwork to the State of Minnesota. Our church name will be 
changed again with this paperwork so Patty will resubmit the name change to the state along with another submitting fee.  
The changes to the Articles of Incorporation will also be sent to the state for approval along with a submitting fee. 
Motion made by Larry Plenge, seconded by Gene Reiter to have the Constitution Committee move forward with 
the process of resubmitting paperwork as necessary. Motion carried. 
All the revisions have to be accepted by the Votersô Assembly. It is imperative we get this done soon. Motion made by 
Dale Owens, seconded by Dale Himmer to hold a Special Votersô Meeting after the Church service on Sunday, 
June 28, 2026. Motion carried. 
A notice will be posted in the church bulletins the next two Sundays. Copies of the paperwork will be available to look at 
in the Narthex. 
New Business 
Gene Reiter has been approached about adding an outside handrail from the south parking area to the south entrance 
door. With this being a safety issue, he has looked at a few styles of handrail.  He said that while wrought iron is decora-
tive, it probably isnôt as safe as something like industrial metal. Stainless steel was suggested. He will research the project 
further and bring information to the July meeting. 
Pastor reminded people of bringing ideas forward that can be added to the Memorial list. 
Adjourn 
Motion made by Dale Himmer, seconded by Wes Bruemmer to adjourn at  
8:14 pm.  Motion carried. 
Meeting closed with the Lordôs Prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Susan M Cain 
Secretary 
 



 

 

Council Meeting Minutes 
June 9, 2026 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm. by Chairman Lee Peterson. 18 members were present. Pastor led an opening 
devotion. 
Agenda Approval 
Motion made by Larry Plenge, seconded by Wes Bruemmer to accept agenda as presented. Motion carried. 
Minutes of May 12, 2026 and May 24, 2026 were accepted as presented. 
Financial Report 
Wes Bruemmer gave a review of the May Profit and Loss statement. 
Pastorôs Report- June 2026  
- Regular Sunday morning Adult Bible Class continues most Sundays as we read and discuss the 3 lectionary readings used 
in worship that day.  
- Carson and Elijah have completed all the assignments, classes, and work needed for Confirmation Year 1.  They both got 
Aôs on the final test ï which was cumulative.  They are ready to begin Confirmation Year 2 in August.   
- I led the Memorial Day program at Green Prairie Assisted Living Center on May 25th.   
- I participated in the combined Ascension Day service May 14th at Immanuel, Plainview.  Next year is our turn to host it.   
- This summer Iôm trying to resume making more family visitations to families that are members of this congregation that I 
havenôt visited with yet.   
- This month Lee and I (along with thousands of other voters) will be electing the President of the LCMS. The first round 
of voting concludes today.  Rev. Matthew Harrison is the incumbent. Professor Joel Biermann is likely the largest challeng-
er. 
- I will be leading the recreation part of our June 27th Vacation Bible School.   
- Sometime this summer I plan to start another round of my Foundations of Faith class with several people interested in 
becoming members.   
-May Official Pastoral Acts:11 shut-in visits, 11 private communions, 3 pastoral care visits, 1 hospital visit, 2 leadership 
meetings, 1 Baptism (Francesca Turner)  
Current List of Shut-ins:   
Total = 16 people (3 are not officially members; 2 prefer a regular phone call instead of a visit) 
With the two Confirmation classes finished, Pastor will be able to give more time to home visits. He will be starting a 
Foundations in Faith series for some people interested in joining our church. 
Board of Deacons - Larry Plenge  
The outdoor service is set for Sunday, June 28 at 9 am. An indoor potluck picnic will be held after service. 
Board of Trustees - Gene Reiter 
He received a report about the bright outdoor sidewalk lights shining in property ownersô bedroom across the street. He 
will drop the lights from the 100 watts to 80 watts to hopefully take care of this problem. Bruce Schulz said that the light 
timer has been set back to 10:30 pm. as well. 
Wes Bruemmer laser checked the foundation on the southwest corner of the building and found that there was no further 
settling. 
Shrubs will be replaced along the south side of the building on Wednesday June 10. 
Adding lights to the bell tower cross will be worked on once the roofing project is complete. 
An organ specialist from Winona checked the organ and piano and found that the two were not in bad shape.  He cannot 
replace the electronic parts needed.  Gene was told that the life of an organ like ours is 25-30 years. Getting parts needed 
may become a problem. 
Bruce Schulz reported that the roofing project is being held off because of the rain. 
Marian Prescher told the Trustees that new banners will not be done until next year. 
Gene asked about landscaping upkeep.  He stated that at over the past years, the care of the landscaping has been passed 
onto the Trustees.  He doesnôt feel that this is part of their duties.  Council members concurred. Chairman Peterson suggest-
ed that a subcommittee be formed to handle landscaping.  A callout will be put in the bulletin and the newsletter for volun-
teers to take over this task. 
Board of Education - Patty Zabel-Duden 
The Pancake Breakfast brought in $615 which the youth donated to Dan Bethke. 
Vacation Bible School will be held Saturday, June 27. A sign-up sheet for help needed is on the bulletin board in the Nar-
thex. 
One of our youth will be attending Camp Omega in June. There will be 10 attending in August. 
Becky Hofschulte has resigned as a member of the Immanuel School Board of Education.  We need to look for someone 
to replace her. 
Board of Evangelism - Debra Brummer 
The float for Cheese Days parade is being built. Handouts for the parade are ready. Betty has made special artwork for the 
float. We need walkers in the parade. 
Debra and Pastor will attend the Plainview Mutual Aid Panel meeting in July. They hope to get useful resources for Pas-
tor to use when people ask for help. 

 

 

 

Jodyôs sisters, Cathy &  
Cindy went to see her at 

Cardinal Idol.  

Jody and her friend, Emily singing  
ñNeed You Nowò at Cardinal Idol. 

Community Benefit for 
Dan Bethke 

Saturday, Sept. 26, 2026  
Blacktop Bar and Grill 

 

Lunch and silent auctionï 
watch for more  
information! 

 

Thank you Greg Kirchner for  
capturing this photo! 

 
Special thanks to those who worked out in the heat to spruce up 
our landscaping at Trinity (Gene Reiter, Betty Haack, Bruce 
Schulz, Tammy Schulz, Troy Stock, Elijah Moldenhauer,  

and Kevin Haack)  



 

June 
Door Greeter: 
Betty Haack 

Trinity Guild  Members  
Bring Mite Boxes  

July 5!  

2026 Convention 

Mite Box Sunday 
July 5, 2026 

Please remember to bring 
a few extra coins or  
currency to place in the 
Mite Box. The Mite Box 
money is used for MN 
and World missions and 
the LWML Trinity Guild 
appreciates your  
thoughtfulness. 
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The VBS kids sang for the Sunday morning Worship Service. 
Everyone enjoyed a potluck dinner with 

grilled brats and hot dogs.  


